Fellowship
The purpose of Fellowship
The fellowship of Christians together is very important, for it is our unity together that:
The believer is encouraged & grows in Christ. 
Rom 1:11-12, “For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established— that is, that I may be encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me”.
The world comes to know that Jesus was sent of God. 
John 17:22-23, “And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me”.
Conditions of Fellowship
A basic commitment to one another
Without a basic trust there can be no fellowship. The depth of fellowship will vary according to the depth of commitment. Rom 12:10, “ Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality”.
Our commitment must be blessed on “Agape”
‘Agape’ is one-way love, which loves ‘in spite-off’ not ‘because of.’ Such a commitment therefore will not be affected by other person’s inconsistent behaviour. John 13:34-35, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
True Fellowship is Christ-Centred
Our fellowship with one another is founded in our common commitment to Christ. Philippians 2:1-4, “Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others”
Walking in the light
Our fellowship embraces the need to be opened, honest and truthful with one another. This at time may means:
i. Confessing Our Own Sins to Others. 1 John 1:6-7, “If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin”.
ii. Obedience to The Light
iii. Removal of Any Masks or False Covering. So much the world’s fellowship is hypocritical – Acting out a role, and is not genuine. Peter 1:22, “Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart,”
A genuine interest in the other’s well-being
There should be no hidden motives of self-gain. Our desire should be to give, not to get. Phil 2:3-4, “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others”.
A willingness to lay down one’s life
Life involves more than physical life. It also includes our materials possessions, our personal interests and preferences (James 2:15-16). This is also means a willingness to openly share one’s self. We can only know people to the extent they are prepared to reveal themselves. John 15 12-13, “This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater loves has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends”.
Results of Fellowship
The results of fellowship in the early Church were:
· A fear of God (Acts 2:43)
· Joy (Acts 2:46)
· Favour with all people (Acts 2:47)
· Addition of new believers (Acts 2:47)
· All needs supplied (Phil 4:19)
· Emergence of leadership
Having given some knowledge on ‘fellowship’, what is your response and commitment to our Touch Life Cell? Do you need further discussion? We are most happy to serve you.
